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Perfection. It is the condition, state, or quality of being free or as free as possible from all 

flaws or defects. Human beings crave it. We buy makeup, get plastic surgery, work out, and 

basically do whatever we can to make ourselves fit this definition of perfection. The newest way 

to create the perfect human specimen was the idea of genetic engineering. It was a way to 

perfectly craft a human being to fit the stereotypical societal standards of perfection. She just 

wished it would have stayed as an idea instead of becoming reality. The problem with perfection 

is that it can never truly be achieved. There will always be something to fix or a way to make 

something better and once the genetic engineering started it never stopped. It became an 

obsession to keep altering human genes to make the ultimate human race. People could live 

longer, free from the worry of disease and pain. When everyone was working to achieve this 

possibility she never thought that it would completely destroy society. 

*** 

Beep. Beep. Beep. 

 Jenny startled and quickly awoken. She had barely slept last night. Her mind wouldn’t 

quiet down in anticipation for today. Today was the day she finally got to make her presentation 

on genetic engineering and the CRISPR editing program she designed. But, even though her 

body was filled with excitement she just couldn’t get out of bed. She knew today could be life 

changing for her, but she also knew that her presentation could be a big failure. Her mind raced 

with worries about whether people would approve of her program or not. If she didn’t impress 

the board at Dexxnetic, her years of research and designing would be wasted.  

 Although, it has been years since her high school days she still gets insecure when it 

comes to being in front of large group of people. She had been bullied when she was in high 

school because she was never the most popular girl and she often describe herself as average 

looking. She almost always had her long brown hair up in braids and her big hazelnut eyes were 

always protected by a pair of rounded glasses. She wasn’t the curviest girl and wasn’t into sports 
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so she felt invisible the majority of the time. It was only when she discovered that she had a 

passion for science that she started to get bullied. She started to thrive in her science classes and 

tried to present her projects in front of the school. Even though her mind was way ahead of her 

peers they never congratulated her or encouraged her to pursue her ideas. Instead she was always 

booed off the stage and told that she would never amount to anything and to stop dreaming. Her 

high school days were never fun for her and left her filled with insecurities and the idea that she 

wasn’t good enough and never would be good enough. However, these feelings helped her 

develop the idea she was going to be presenting today at the Dexxnetic Scientific Research Fair.  

 Her heart pounded as she entered the convention center where they were holding the 

research fair. She had a lot of confidence in her idea. She knew a lot of people could relate to 

how she felt about herself in high school. But as she sat back and watched the different 

presentations her nerves slowly started to creep back. The time came…iIt was finally her turn to 

share her presentation and the program that she had worked so hard to develop. When she 

finished setting up her equipment, she looked out into the crowd and saw hundreds of faces. Her 

nerves were no longer little butterflies in her stomach. She could now feel her heartbeat in her 

ears and she couldn’t breathe. She took a deep breath, tried to settle in, and started her 

presentation.  

 “Good evening ladies and gentlemen. My name is Jenny Adler I am currently attending 

MIT and working towards my PHD in micro-biology. Before I attended MIT I went to high 

school in Los Angeles. I wouldn’t say I loved high school and I don’t have a ton of fond 

memories. I was the fly on the wall girl that was often bullied for not being the prettiest or most 

attractive girl and was always made fun of for my love of science. I always wished that I could 

change myself genetically. Obviously, it was never possible for me to do that at that point in 

time, but I wanted to change the future of genetics. I wanted it to make it possible to slice 

together different strands of DNA to make a perfect child that fits all of societal standards. 

Scientists have been tinkering in genetic engineering for years. Trying to figure out the best way 

to do it with the least amount of problems. With how genetic engineering is developed it requires 

single guide RNAs that are efficient and specific. The issue with this is that there is no tool 

developed yet for sgRNAs in gene regulation. (6) So, this got me thinking of a tool or program 

that could be used for just that. I present to you CRISPR.” 

Jenny turns her slide show on to and impressive presentation that has everyone in awe.  
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“CRISPR is a way to edit genes by precisely cutting DNA and then letting the natural 

DNA repair processes take over. (3) I started to get to work on a prototype for this tool. I started 

with plant species to see if I could recreate a species and make it so there was basically no 

difference between the naturally developed plant and the ones I created. Observe.” 

 Jenny began to show a video that documented all her work on how the technology was 

created and how she was able to recreate a plant. She looked out into the crowd and saw the 

looks of astonishment on all of their faces. At this moment Jenny had no more nerves. She was 

completely confident in her program and was excited to move on to the rest of her presentation 

and show off all of its possibilities. When the video finished the crowd clapped in awe over this 

technology. Jenny continued on with her presentation.  

 “As you could see in the video the CRISPR technology produced new plant varieties that 

were indistinguishable from those developed through traditional breeding methods. (7) The 

possibilities this technology has for our environment are endless. It could radically change global 

agriculture, as well as help with food laws and international regulations. (7).  As I started to dive 

deeper into the possibilities that this technology could have I wanted to do more than just help 

with the nations agriculture. My ultimate goal was to make this technology available for human 

genetics. Imagine a new way technology could cure diseases. Diseases that we have all seen a 

loved one suffer from and all are threatened by as we age. We could cure blood diseases or even 

cancer before someone could be diagnosed. But not only that, what if we could cure someone’s 

blindness. Give a person the gift of sight who has never once been able to look out and take in 

the beautiful sights our world has to offer. With CRISPR technology this is all possible. Cancer 

is essentially a genetic mutation and with this new technology we could target and modify the T 

cells by extracting them from the patient and healing the immune cells that cancer drugs target. 

(5) By targeting the cells we could heal all people of cancer. But CRISPR technology can do 

more than just target specific cells. It can also harvest bone marrow stem cells allowing patients 

to produce more hemoglobin. Which allows the body to naturally form oxygen-carrying proteins 

which allows patients with blood diseases to be cured. (5) 

 As I continued to develop the ways that this program could target diseases, I noticed 

something that intrigued me. Many forms of blindness are formed by specific genetic mutations. 

So, I got to thinking. If CRISPR could target specific mutations and cure diseases, could it cure 

blindness? Sure enough it can. With the gene slicing method CRISPR can target and modify the 
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specific genes that cause blindness. (5). The possibilities of this program just started to grow as I 

continued to develop it more and more. Not only could we cure all diseases and mutations to 

allow humans to live longer, but we could also change their genetics to make them look how we 

wanted. Think of how you were treated as a kid. Even the most beautiful people would get body 

shamed or were told they would like better if their skin tone was different or if they had blue 

eyes instead of brown. Every single one of us has our insecurities, but what if we could fix those 

little things that we feel keep us from being perfect. If you had the chance would you change 

something about yourself? Everyone in this room raise your hand if you would.” 

 She paused and study the room. Every single person, whether they were male or female, 

old or young, they all raised their hands. Jenny smirked because she knew she was selling 

everyone on this idea. She changed her slide on the projector and it showed a survey of hundreds 

and thousands of people that Jenny had asked that very same question to. It seemed that almost 

every single person if given the chance to change something genetically about themselves they 

would take it. 

 “As you can see here. You are not the only ones that have wished for the same things. 

Basically, everything in our bodies is a genetic formation and with certain tweaks here and there 

we could change a person’s eye color, skin tone, and height. (4) We could essentially create a 

human species with absolutely no flaws. The perfect race. No more bullying because someone 

doesn’t have the ideal traits that society tells us we need to have. No more saying someone is 

better than you because they are taller or blonder. Because we will all have the opportunity to 

make ourselves fit into what we call perfection.” 

 “Just think of the possibilities. They are endless. Thank you.” 

The crowd jumped out of their seats and erupted into applause and cheering. Jenny was 

ecstatic. She was so proud of herself for pulling off the presentation exactly how she wanted and 

was thrilled at how the crowd reacted. Even if she wasn’t selected she knew that she made the 

best impression out of every other contestant in that convention center. This was a euphoric 

moment for her. One that she’d never forget. She was shaking from the adrenaline that was 

coursing through her veins. She knew she had to wait to hear the board’s decision, but she could 

barely sit still.  

Thirty minutes went by and the board had finally reached their decision. She sat 

nervously as she watched them walk up to each contestant, shake their hand, and walk away. Her 
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heart started pounding as they finally started to make their way over to her. She wanted this 

position more than anything. She wanted to purse her dream and make CRISPR technology 

something that was accessible to all. When the board of Dexxnetic finally reached out to her, 

they told her that they decided to pick her project and fund the her research. Jenny was in shock. 

She couldn’t believe that her dream was coming true.  

It took years to fully develop and create the CRISPR program with no flaws and make it 

available to the public. When it was finally ready it was revolutionary. Our grocery store shelves 

began to be filled with gene-edited produce, grains, and meats. (6) And soon enough the streets 

were filled with people who were cured from diseases and had changed their genes to match their 

idea of flawless. Jenny was living her dream. Her program had changed the world and now no 

one ever had to feel the way she did, people could live longer free from terrifying diseases, and 

the stores were always fully stocked. Even when she was living her fantasy, she never realized 

how bad the world would turn out. 

Years after the CRISPR program was released almost no one was completely free from 

some form of genetic editing. This was the goal. To make everyone some version of perfect, 

however, once people started modifying and tweaking their self they never wanted to stop. There 

was always something more to be fixed or something else that could be tweaked to make people 

even better. Because of the amount the CRISPR technology was being used the human race 

began to become over exposed to chemicals that created unexpected changes in their genome. (2) 

There also began to be an ecological imbalance. Genes began to drift and mutations started to 

form that were unexpected. (1)  

The ultimate human race essentially was achieved but not in the way that Jenny had 

hoped. Her program caused new mutations that caused humans to age slower. The world began 

to get over populated and the environment was getting torn up. Because of the amount of 

chemicals that were being ejected into the atmosphere only the crops that were gene-edited were 

surviving and only humans that were gene-edited were surviving. The world was completely 

destroyed and its original authentic beauty was also ruined. Jenny who should have been thrilled 

that the program she created was so successful in creating the ultimate human race was now 

dejected because she believed she the world was recked and it was all her fault.   

 

*** 
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(80 years later) 

Beep. Beep. Beep.  

Jenny’s alarm went off early in the morning. She was already awake. She didn’t really 

need the alarm anymore, but it brought her comfort to hear her that noise every morning. Each 

morning was just like every other and her days began to mesh together. When Jenny got up she 

did the same thing she did every morning. She made her coffee and went out onto her balcony to 

sit and look around. As she sat there sipping her coffee she looked out into the horizon and was 

only disappointed with what she saw. The world looked fake to her. Nothing was natural 

anymore and it was all her fault that all anyone knew was the genetically modified world. She 

thought that her CRISPR program was going to fix everything and make the world flaw free, but 

she was wrong.   

Now looking back at the human population and the world before genetic engineering was 

possible Jenny finally realized that it was perfect. Yes, it had its flaws and its problems. Not 

everything fit the standard definition of beauty. But, in each flaw was a quality that made the 

world unique. Each flaw that a person saw in themselves was what someone else loved about 

them. Our flaws set us apart and they are a part of who we are.  She realized that humans weren’t 

put on this planet to be perfect they were put here to be real and to make mistakes. They were put 

onto this planet to experience all life had to offer. From the ocean waves crashing to the beautiful 

fields of crops. It was all natural and it simply already was perfection.  
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